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Declaration of Results
Student representative votes:
Ethan Cossey
90
Samantha Foster 231
Kate Jack
255
Kian Manilal
57
Sasha Morpeth
153
Invalid votes

16

With 255 votes, I hereby declare Kate Jack duly elected.
Signed
Delwyn Argar
Returning Officer
25 September 2015

From the Principal’s Desk
Kia ora koutou
Mr James Thomas is currently on an international marketing trip in Asia and Europe,
therefore I have been given the opportunity to write the Principal’s Report for this
newsletter. It is with sadness that I write this report, as this week we have had to
farewell Matua Murray Witika. Matua Murray was a servant leader who contributed
much to the schools on the Hibiscus Coast and to our community in general. Our
thoughts are with Matua Murray’s wife, Mere, and whanau. He will be greatly missed.
Haere atu ra Matua Murray.
Term Three has been a busy, but productive term. In addition to the usual teaching
and learning, learners from various year levels have been out on trips to a variety of
places including Marsden Point, Te Hana Marae, Motutapu Island, Woodhill Forest and
the Bay of Islands’ Jazz Festival, in which our Jazz Band played with distinction. We
have had visiting groups from Koga Chuto and Senshu Matsudo schools in Japan. A
sporting visit from Burnham Grammar School in the UK was enjoyed by our learners.
The Drama and Dance departments put on a great night of entertainment at the
recent Showcase. It was awesome to see so many learners involved and performing
at such a high standard. A great time was had at the Year 7 & 8 AIMS tournament in
Tauranga, despite a few minor injuries. Our netball and basketball teams performed
well at the UNISS and NZSS tournaments with the netball team coming 9th in B
grade for the North Island and basketball coming 10th in the premier grade for
Auckland/Northland region. Well done to those players for representing
Whangaparaoa College so well! Also, a huge thank you to the staff and parents who
supported the learners!
Congratulations to Racquel Sheath, former learner of Whangaparaoa College, for
achieving 4th place in the Cycling Women’s Team Pursuit at this year’s Olympic
Games. We are all very proud!
Mr Jason Pocock, Deputy Principal, has been in the Netherlands recently with the NZ
Surf Lifesaving Team and he has led that team to yet another victory. They are,
again, the World Champions of Surf Life Saving! Congratulations to Mr Pocock and
his team! He will be joining Mr James Thomas in Europe and Asia for an international
student marketing trip before returning home.
Miss Anna-Marie Keighley, Director of Sport, was recently honoured by being selected
to referee football at the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. Miss Keighley
performed very well and enjoyed her experience at the Olympics. Also,
congratulations to Miss Keighley on being appointed as the Curriculum Leader for
Health and Physical Education at Rototuna Senior High School in Hamilton from Term
4, 2016. We thank Anna-Marie for her outstanding contribution to Sport and Health
and Physical Education at Whangaparaoa College and wish her the very best in her
new role. We welcome Mr Joe Duffett to the role of Director of Sport at
Whangaparaoa College from Term 4.
Mrs Robyn Brownlee, Deputy Principal, is currently on medical leave and has indicated
that she plans to finish at Whangaparaoa College at the end of this year. We wish
Mrs Brownlee all the best in her recovery and will farewell her and acknowledge her
significant contribution at the end of the year. Currently, Mr Steve Watt is standing in
for Mrs Brownlee and, from Week 4, Term 4, Mrs Joanne White, will be Acting Deputy
Principal while we advertise this position for 2017 onwards.

We have a number of upcoming births - Ms Awatea Nathan is now on maternity leave
and Mrs Emily Clark has completed her time with us and looking forward to
parenthood. Mrs Susann Law leaves on maternity leave at the end of this term and
Mrs Julia Jarvis will leave us at the end of Term 4. We wish them all the very best
with their new babies.
The broken windows, from recent vandalism, have now been repaired and the new
trophy cabinet in reception is looking great. Check out the trophies and sculptures
from our art classes the next time you are in reception. Work has begun on the new
cafe/canteen in the void under the STA building. We look forward to learners being
able to make good use of that area in the near future.
Our School Examinations have taken place over the past week. It was great to see
the learners and hear the buzz of excitement and slight nervousness as they went
into their examinations – some experiencing for the first time what NCEA examination
conditions will be like. NCEA examinations start on Friday 9 November and run until
Friday 2 December. Perhaps consider letting your son/daughter off a few chores if
they are studying, or making them a hot drink or a snack to keep their brains working
well. Encourage them to take regular breaks from study and to ensure that they are
doing some light exercise at least a few times a week. It is a stressful time for them
and your encouragement and support will make a difference. Some study tips and a
blank study timetable are available here:
http://www.wgpcollege.school.nz/OUR+SCHOOL/School+Information/NCEA.html
Recent funding through the government Youth Guarantee initiative has enabled us to
employ members of the community as mentors to assist some of our Maori and
Pasifika learners to achieve NCEA Level 2. This Saturday we have our Volunteers
Evening to recognise and thank the many parents and others who volunteer their
time to coach, manage or assist our learners in some way with sport in the school.
As we all know, “it takes a village to raise a child” (Igbo and Yoruba, Nigerian
proverb). I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have had some
input or influence with our learners at Whangaparaoa College and to ask you to
please continue your good work. We are certainly raising some awesome young
adults.
Have a safe and enjoyable break and we look forward to seeing you all in Term 4.
Nga mihi
Lisa White (Miss)
Acting Principal

REGARDING THE RECENT MCAT MATHEMATICS EXAMINATION:
You will be aware of the article in the NZ Herald about the recent MCAT Mathematics
examination. Our Head of Learning for Mathematics and the teachers in that
department have seen the examination. They believe that the content and curriculum
level of the examination did not reflect the standard as set out on the NZQA website.
They believe that the wording on some questions confused our learners about what
was being asked. Our Head of Learning – Mathematics, Tim Salahub, and our Deputy
Principal, Graeme Williams, who is our NZQA liaison person, will be lodging a
complaint with NZQA. We believe other schools are also lodging their own complaint.

Engineering Competition
On 6 August, 5 groups of committed Year 12 and 13 Physics and Calculus learners,
took part in the New Zealand’s Next Top Engineering Scientist Competition.
The competition is run by the University of Auckland’s Engineering department and is
an annual problem solving challenge. Each team can have up to 4 learners.
We were given an open-ended question to work on and were expected to come up
with an answer using physics and mathematical modelling. This means that there is
no correct answer, or correct way to approach the question. The entries are marked
on the chain of reasoning learners used to answer the question and the assumptions
they made in the process. The logic behind these assumptions and the quality of the
report is also assessed.
This year’s question was, “What is the fastest humanly possible time for the Olympic
100 m freestyle event?” We had to find a solution and then produce a report of up to
10 pages long and submit this before 6.00 pm on the day. We were each emailed the
question at 9.00 am and had about 9 hours to work on answering it. Most groups
approached the question from 2 angles, a mathematical model and a complex physics
equation. For example, some groups looked at past Olympic 100m freestyle gold
medal winning times and looked at the graph this produced to model this trend. This
allowed the lowest possible time, according to this equation, to be calculated.
There was also great food! Mrs Menezes made some amazing cakes, and there was
so much food we couldn’t finish it all. It was “delish” according to a competing
learner, Abigail Faulkner.
It was a really great day and everyone had lots of fun and we also felt a huge sense
of accomplishment at the end of the day.
Participants: Regan James, Emma Hamilton, Sam Simmonds, Carter Apas-Cree,
Helen Chambers, Abigail Faulkner, Sam DuFresne, Sam Risbrook, Joshua Carr, Dylan
Jansen, Pb Le, Gideon Wislang, Babra Ajaz, Joshua Mandeno, Ephraim Wislang,
Shannon Tierney, Cameron Strydom, Libby Williams.
For more pics, click here

L’Oréal Girls in Science Day 2016

A fantastic day was experienced by 10 of our Year 11 girls on
Friday 9 September at the “L’Oréal Girls in Science Day” at
Auckland University. The girls met four female scientists
that began the program for us in a lecture hall.
These leading women talked about their paths to becoming
scientists, how they overcame obstacles, the joys of Science and how they were
making a huge impact in the world. Michelle Dickinson lead the panel discussion, she
is dubbed “Nanogirl” and incorporates Engineering and Science.
Our girls then participated in 30-minute sessions, with groups in different lecture halls
and lab sessions. In one lab session, they played around with “polymers” (worm goo)
and watched a liquid nitrogen experiment freezing plants and fruit. The last lab
session was on “sound and light”. In an ICT lab, the girls looked at a program that
detected the different amounts and depths of plankton in the ocean and their colour.
The girls enjoyed their provided morning tea, lunch and L’Oréal goodie bags at the
end of the day. Everyone learned a great deal and it was a fantastic day for us all.
Thanks to Mrs van Deventer, for taking the group for the day and to Dr Owens for
organising everything.

Marsden Point Refinery Field Trip 2016

Year 12 Chemistry learners visited the Marsden
Point Oil Refinery near Whangarei on 9 September,
as part of their Organic Chemistry studies.
After visiting the education centre, the learners
had a tour around the multi-million dollar refinery,
which makes most of the fuel used in New
Zealand.
Rhys Hodson
Head of Science

Year 8 Science Fair 2016
Over the last term, our Year 8 learners have been putting together investigations for
our annual Science Fair.
After looking over some very creative and interesting investigations, our finalists
were:
Michael Clark, Lydia Rauch, Ben Mueggenburg, Stella Beattie, Jayden Baty
and Sarah Harrison.
The top three at our school prizegiving were:
1st Sarah Harrison
2nd Jayden Baty
3rd Stella Beattie
We were honoured to have Alister McKinnon from the Lions Club to present the cup to
Sarah on the evening.

On 15 September, the finalists found out how they had done in the North Harbour
Science Fair with their investigations.

Sarah Harrison was awarded
the Bronze Medal in the
Physical World category.
Ben Mueggenburg won the
2016 3M Award for Technology,
in top place.

A huge congratulations to our Year 8 learners for all the work they put into this year’s
Science Fair.
Aaron Dick
HoL Year 8

USA History Tour 2016

These September holidays will have special significance for 14 senior learners, two
parents and two teachers when they embark upon a trip to the USA.
The trip, organised by Mr Burnard and Mrs Hazlewood from the History Department,
retraces the steps of the famous Black Civil Rights campaigns of the 1950’s and 60’s.
After arriving in New York City and taking in the sights and sounds of the Big Apple
for two days, they will then catch a train to the Capital to experience the mood of
pre-election Washington DC. From there the group head to Atlanta and into the Deep
South, where the History focus begins in earnest. The learners will travel into
Alabama, where Rosa Parks’ arrest sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955,
where the confrontational Birmingham Campaign occurred in 1963 and the 1965
Selma to Montgomery March took place.
On the final day, the group get to enjoy the fun of Disneyland before flying out to
New Zealand.
The group has fundraised through stocktakes, movies nights and a quiz night, to help
with the costs of the trip.
Greg Burnard
Head of History

Sports
Sports Achievements
-

-

Hockey Senior boys won their final to come 1st in their grade.
Hockey Senior girls have achieved 3rd in their grade.
Rugby 4th grade team made it through to their final and placed 2nd.
Premier Netball finished 3rd in their grade this season and then went on to
place 9th at the NZSS Netball Tournament.
Basketball U15 boys were the champions of their league, winning over
Wharekura, 46-32.
Premier Basketball narrowly lost their final to place 2nd in the North Harbour
Open Grade – which also meant they went on to represent Harbour at the
Auckland Secondary Schools Championships. They then played in the UNISS
Basketball Tournament, where they placed 10th.
Year 8/1 Netball team placed 1st in their grade and had a great time at the
AIMS Tournament in Papamoa.
Year 7/1 placed 2nd in their grade this season.
The Year 9 Futsal team had a fantastic season and made it to the zone finals
held at Massey University, where they placed 2nd.

Senior Boys Hockey
U15 Boys Basketball
Individual Sporting Success
We have had a number of students this year so far achieve different sporting
successes, here are some of our most recent:
Emma Clarke competed in the Northern Region Surf Lifesaving Club Pool
Championships on the weekend of September 10 – 11, achieving amazing results in
the Women 18 & Under grade: 5 Gold, 2 Silver and 1 Bronze.
Crystal Cook returned to Thailand this year, to represent New
Zealand at the Muaythai World Youth Championships and brought
home a Silver Medal, competing in a higher age group. Well done
Crystal.

Tarquin McKinley competed in the Muaythai World
Youth Champs in Thailand and achieved “Male Fighter Award” from NZ
Blackgloves.
He has returned home with a bronze medal placing 3rd in the World.
Congratulations to Tarquin and good luck when you represent us in the
future.

Jazmin Tufuga and Monique Rousseau were selected in the
UNISS Tournament team for B grade.

Brooke Nicolson, Emma Clarke, Jade Hughes and Samantha Bright were in the
final of the Auckland Waterpolo League, with their team Hibiscus Waterpolo Club
Under 16 girls on the weekend and finished 2nd. They are playing for the National
Title during the school holiday.
Winter Sports
A huge thanks to all the volunteers who helped enable winter sports to happen for all
our learners over Terms 2 and 3. All the coaches, managers, drivers and helpers, are
critical to ensuring we can provide the opportunities for the learners to play sport.
The Sports Department appreciate all the time and effort you put in.
Summer Sports
It is great to see an increase in learners keen to get involved in sport for the summer,
however, we are in need of some helpers to assist in developing, managing,
organising or driving the learners.
If you can offer some time to assist, please contact Michelle Walker by email:
michellewa@wgpcollege.school.nz
Some of the sports we need help with are Volleyball, Touch, Football, Cricket, Futsal,
and Basketball.
Year 7 & 8 Athletics Day
We have our school Year 7 & 8 Athletics Day on Friday 4 November, Term 4, Week 4.
Please wear PE uniform to school on this day and bring your house colours with you
to put on when the events start.

Prizegivings
Congratulations to all those that won awards at the
Sports Codes Prizegiving.
Well done to those that are finalists for “Player of the Year”.
We will be formally celebrating all successes at the
Sporting Excellence Prizegiving on Thursday 13 October.

Music

Upcoming Events
September
October

23
24
10
13
18
19
24
27

End of Term 3
Code Club Competition
Term 4 Begins
Sporting Excellence Prizegiving 7.00 pm
Performing Arts Excellence Prizegiving 7.00 pm
Enrolment Night 4.00-6.30 pm
Labour Day Holiday
Music Information Evening 7.00 pm

For more information from our school calendar click here.

Enrolment Nights 4.00-6.30 pm
Wednesday 19 October
Tuesday 8 November

School Tours
Friday 11 November at 2.15 pm

College Mobile App

Whangaparaoa College now have a Mobile App
for notices, events and other important School
messages.
To download the app for free on iPhone or
Android, click this link
http://onelink.to/nmupf5

Carparks, Drop-off and Pick-up Zones
The gymnasium carpark has now been designated a staff–only carpark and Disabled
drop-off/pick-up zone, Monday to Friday, 8.00 am to 4.00 pm.
Only permit holders will be able to use this carpark. Permits are issued by Ginny
Catterall, ginnyca@wgpcollege.school.nz
We have a spacious carpark near the front of the school (indicated below) for all
drop-off and pick-ups; as well as learner parking.

Community Notices
IF YOU ARE HAVING TROUBLE WITH COMPUTER ACCESS DURING
THE SCHOOL BREAK…
During the first week of term break, between Wednesday 28 September and
Friday 30 September, some services will be intermittent. By intermittent, we mean
that there will be a couple of ten minute intervals during the three days while servers
are restarted. 99% of the time, all services will be available. These services
include email, home drive, T: drive as well as internet access inside the
school. If you are unable to access a service, please wait ten minutes and
then try again.

Learner Accounts Office – Limited Access Term 4, Week 1
The Learner Accounts office is going to be open for both parents and learners 8.00 –
8.45 am for the first week of term. Between 8.45 am and 3.15 pm, the office will be
closed and learners can use the “Dropbox” available on the counter. Parents will have
access during the day if required.

NCEA Revision Classes are being offered at Rangitoto College during the Term 3/4
school break.
See this link for further information: http://www.rangitoto.school.nz/newsachievements/ncea-revision-classes-term-three-holidays

In November of this year, Special Olympics Hibiscus Coast is sending eight
swimming athletes and three support people to Hamilton for the Trans-Tasman
Tournament.
400 athletes from all over New Zealand and Australia will be competing in swimming
and athletics events. Registration, travel and accommodation costs run to
approximately $700.00 per participant.
Special Olympics Hibiscus Coast is hosting a fundraiser at Megazone Lasertag in
Whangaparaoa, on Wednesday 28 September from 5.00 – 8.00 pm.
Tickets cost $20.00 – Contact: Karen Simpson -0212610654

FAME HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
WHANGAPARAOA COLLEGE, 26 – 30 September and 3 – 7 October.
Join us for 2 weeks of exciting activities and trips, including Xtreme Entertainment,
Sky Tower, Movies and themed days such as Olympics, Circus, Japanese Day and The
Land Before Time! 8.00 am – 5.30 pm or 9.00 am – 3.00 pm.
Phone 09 428 5048 or www.fame.net.nz
OREWA SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB Registration days
Sundays 2nd & 16th October - Orewa Surf Club 10.00 -11.00 am
Important Info. Day, Sunday 30th October - Silverdale Primary 10.00 am
First beach day, Sunday 6th November 10.00 am - Orewa Beach Surf Club

