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From the Principal
Let’s be ready!
In six weeks or so it will be Christmas. It’s a time for families and friends to spend
time together, relax, have fun and generally catch-up. When I was a kid, our Aunty
Mavis would join us for Christmas dinner and I always knew she would say
something like, “My, haven’t you grown” and she’d ask, “What are you going to be
when you grow up?”. At different ages, I remember saying I’d be a truck driver,
farmer, policeman, chef, forest ranger, rock star and builder. The thing is, it was a
hard question.
These days it’s an even harder question. Your sons and daughters have a whole
range of opportunities and we know that they are likely to have a number of job
changes during their working life. Some of the types of jobs they might be thinking
about now will not even exist in 15-20 years. At Whangaparaoa College, we know
what we want learners to be ‘when they grow up’. We want them to be ready.
Ready to relate well to a wide range of other people; ready to learn new skills; ready
to take on new challenges; ready for the ‘curve balls’ that life can send their way;
ready to be a positive contributing member of our society; ready!
This is why the education we offer is much more that reading, writing and
arithmetic. These are important foundations, but we must also make sure our
young ones are equipped with other key competencies, such as self-management,
relating to others and thinking skills, as well as being able to participate and
contribute. There are many pathways that lie ahead, and it’s very important that
our learners keep their options open. University will be the direction some head.
Others will take on the opportunities there are in the trades; and we know there is
currently a huge need for skilled people in the trades, as well as excellent business
prospects for trades-people who are reliable, communicate well and deliver a quality
‘product’.
A challenge for our learners is that they are nearly spoilt for choice. There are more
options than in any other generation. Together – the families and the College – need
to encourage and support our learners to be ready.
We have a full four weeks for our Years 7-10 with exams, a production and more,
before our last day on Friday 8 December. All the best to those sitting NCEA exams.
The year finishes at the end of the last exam – so work hard.
Nga mihi nui
James Thomas
Principal

Contact Us

Leadership Camp

Telephone: 09 424 9177
Fax: 09 428 4794
E-mail :
enquiries@wgpcollege.
school.nz

Year 12 Leadership Programme
During the last term break, more than 50 Year 12 learners gave up their time
voluntarily to work on their leadership and team-building skills. These learners got
to learn their Myers-Briggs personality type, undertake a variety of team-building
activities and reflect and critique each other in preparation for potentially leading
others in their final year of school next year. It was a privilege to spend two days
with such an awesome bunch of learners with such leadership potential.

Street Address:
8 Stanmore Bay Road
Whangaparaoa
Auckland
New Zealand
Postal Address:
PO Box 775
Whangaparaoa
Auckland 0943
New Zealand
Lisa White, Deputy Principal

Sport
Congratulations to Ashlee Pepper, who won the Red
Beach Women’s and Junior Girls’ Squash Club Championship
titles. Ashlee has also been notified that she has been
selected for a New Zealand squad!

The Year 7 & 8 Waterpolo Team won silver in the North
Island Waterpolo Championships, C Grade. Well done guys!

Results:
Secondary School’s Air Pistol Competition - Shanae Carter
Whangarei Open - Graded 1st Women’s, 1st Junior’s
Hamiliton Open - Graded 1st Women’s, 2nd Junior’s
McMillan Cup - 1st Overall Individual
School Team - 4th Overall - Shanae with Sam and Hazel Creevey

Congratulations
Nick Goodall and Seamus Kelly, both currently in Year 11 at
the College, decided a little while ago to run the half marathon.
Considering that Nick has type 1 diabetes, we were a bit
nervous when the day finally came. However, the boys blew us
away: Nick ran the 21 kms in 1:39:13 and Seamus came in at
1:41:29
They trained by themselves and I think you might agree that
this level of self-motivation and drive is pretty impressive in
two 16 year olds.
Dagmar Goodall, (Proud Mum)

Epro8 Challenge
EPRo8 Challenge – Our beginner’s team, The Brainiacs consisting of Jack Sweetman, Jackson Wright, Olly
West and Jack Heijn, battled against some fair
competition. In the last few minutes of the
competition, they managed to spontaneously gain a
crucial 30 points to bring them to second place.
This qualifies them for the semi-finals on Wednesday
29 November, so there may be more surprises to
come.

Year 7 Goat Island Trip
Even though Term One's bad weather
forced our original Goat Island trip to be
postponed, the Year 7's were lucky
enough to go on their snorkeling trip this
term. It was an excursion full of
discovery, fun and learning, that I am
sure every Year 7 enjoyed. To go on a
trip like this is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. Here is what we did:
Although a snorkeling trip in 6 metre deep water may sound dangerous, we were
kitted out in wetsuits, fins and masks to help keep us safe. There were many
parents who kindly offered to come into the ocean with us and they each had boogie
boards we could hold onto if we got tired. After a safety briefing (that included how
to avoid Eagle Rays), we headed into the water. Once we got over the initial rush of
freezing cold water by the frantic jumping over waves, we all turned our eyes to the
water. The water looked a tad murky to the human eye but our defogged masks
helped us see the beauty of the marine reserve. Within a few minutes, we began to
see Snapper and Red Moki which we could identify, thanks to the sea life cards that
were connected to our boogie boards. We had only just touched the surface of this
underwater world!
Snapper and Moki were now common sights and there were a few gigantic fish that
constantly surprised us. A few lucky students spotted some Crayfish and even an
Eagle Ray at one point! About half way through our adventure, Sophie our
instructor, taught us how to duck dive. It was really fun to dive as far down to the
seabed as possible and resurface to blow the water out of our snorkels, like a whale
or dolphin. An underrated part of our trip, was seeing the quickly disappearing
natural kelp forests we have in New Zealand. It was interesting to dive down and
see the seaweed close up. Once we finished the ocean-based part of our trip, some
learners explored the surrounding rocks, some even found a waterfall and a cave!
The Goat Island trip was definitely one of the highlights of our year and I hope in
future years, we will get the chance to have more opportunities like this, to learn
new skills and have a lot of fun!
Written by Laura Dymond
For more photos click here.

Debating Team
Well done to our Senior Debating Team, which competed in the Auckland School’s
Debating Senior Open, making it through to the Octo-Final. We are very proud of
Aria Fuller, Thomas Burnett and Susie Klaver, for their effort and skills in
debating this year.
Congratulations to Aria Fuller and Susie Klaver, who both ranked in the Top 10
speakers, for the Auckland School’s Debating Senior Open this year.

Year 9 Speech Competition
Over the last term in English, our Year 9 learners have been constructing and
delivering persuasive speeches. Each learner chose and researched a current issue
and developed an informed opinion to persuade their audience. Pairing persuasive
language features with effective delivery techniques, they learned to engage their
audience and convince others of their point of view.
The following representatives went forward to represent
their class and compete in the Year 9 Speech Competition
on Thursday 2 November; Malachy McKenna-Mahon,
Kayla Simpson, Caitlin MacTavish , Jae-in Ahn and
Kyla Thornton.
It was great to hear our learner’s perspectives on current
issues, such as rising house prices and cyber bullying.
Our competition judges; Greg Burnard, David Law and
Hallam Holloway, were blown away by the outstanding
talent of the competitors.

Kayla, Caitlin and Kyla

Congratulations to our place winners; Caitlin MacTavish
(First Place), Kyla Thornton (Second Place) and Kayla Simpson (Third
Place).

Junior Exams – Science and English
Junior exams in Week 5 require a laptop/tablet that can operate the Education
Perfect platform. The recommended browser to do this is Google Chrome or Firefox.
The device must be able to be operated on battery for 2 hours, the duration of the
exam.
Please contact Samantha Martin - samma@wgpcollege.school.nz if you require a
loan device for these exams. First in, first served.

Final Enrolment Night and School Tour

Stowaway Lockers for 2018
If you wish to reserve a locker for 2018 or keep your current locker, you will need to
fill in an online order form at www.stowawaylockers.co.nz as soon as possible.
If you no longer require your locker in 2018, please let us know by email:
info@stowawaylockers.co.nz
You will need to return your key at the end of the term, cellotaped to a piece of
paper including your details, for your bond refund. Ensure the locker is left empty,
as any remaining items will be disposed of at the end of the year. Keys will need to
be received within one week of the end of Term 4 and can be posted to:
Stowaway Lockers, 220 Ngunguru Road, RD3, Whangarei 0173.
Refunds will be posted or direct credited to your bank account in January 2018.

NZ Uniforms Pop Up Shop 2018
NZ Uniforms will be opening a 2-day Pop Up Shop onsite at Whangaparaoa College
in our Auditorium Foyer:
Monday 15 January 10.00 am - 7.00 pm
Tuesday 16 January 9.00 am - 3.00 pm

For any further details or to purchase uniforms online:
Phone: 09 477 6300
Email: albany@nzuniforms.com
Web: www.nzuniforms.com

Stationery Lists 2018
Your child’s school stationery list requirements are
uploaded to this link:
Office Max My School
You can shop online, in-store, by phone or you can simply
download a copy of the list.

Upcoming Events
November

13
14
14-17
15
16
18-19
21
22
23
24
25-26

NZQA exams continue
Enrolment Night, 4.00 – 6.30 pm
School Tour 5.00 pm
Year 9 & 10 Exams
Kick Start to College, 9.15 – 10.45 am
Athletics Zone Day
Tsunan International Group arrive
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze, Practice trip to Tawharanui
Year 9 & 10 Dance/Drama Showcase, 4.00 – 5.00 pm
Year 10 Massey University Taster Day, Albany
Kick Start to College, 9.15 am – 12.15 pm
Kick Start to College, Parent Info.Session 3.30 – 4.30 pm
Year 10 AUT Activities Day, AUT
Athletics Zone Saver Day
Top Team
Year 7 Social, Gymnasium 7.00 pm
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze, Expedition to Karekare

For more information from our school calendar please see Quick Links

Community Notices

is an online resource available
to parents, to find a range of
services that specialise in
working with children,
teenagers and their families,
with issues that affect their
learning, development and
well-being.
www.kidslink.co.nz

Sponsorship and Support
THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL COMMUNITY BUSINESSES AND TRUSTS
FOR THEIR SPONSORSHIP AND SUPPORT OF OUR COLLEGE LEARNERS.

